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7.2 Best Practices

Best Practice 1: Sustainable Development Imbibing Vedic
Pantheistic Principles

1. Title of the Practice: Sustainable Development Imbibing Vedic
Pantheistic Principles

The college is firmly structured on a strong foundation of not only imparting quality modern
education but also imbibing and revivifying the traditional values of our scriptures that
nourish our existence and sustenance. One of the core values of the institution is social
commitment. The college believes that higher educational institutions shoulder the
responsibilities to all its stakeholders which can be fulfilled through continuous community
engagements. The college plays a pivotal role in the socio-economic development of the
region. The college has an eco-friendly campus with the focus on inculcating in the students
a feeling of prestige and pantheism for nature around — the life sustaining placenta between
them and Mother Earth.

2. Objectives of the Practice

1. To contribute positively to the environmental conservation and sustainable
development by infusing environmental consciousness and responsibility among

students and the community.

2. Torewire the modern generation’s thinking and re-connect them with the nature and

the ancient Indian Vedic culture and its Pantheistic principles.

3. To design, utilize and sustain such platforms where students learn and then involve

citizens in various green environmental programmes and practices.

4. To create awareness about the enormity of the situation and make the students

ambassadors of environmental protection in the world outside the college premises.

5. To align the institution with the national programme of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and

imbibe the value of cleanliness among students and the community.
3. The Context

The college is a co-educational institution named after the tenth Sikh Guru Shree Gobind
Singh Ji. Drawing inspiration from the Sikh Gurus, the college inspires its students to imbibe
moral and spiritual values having universal acceptance. The college extends the precept of
Vedic universal equality in upholding the entire life on earth as one, which implies a
harmonious co-existence of all the species.

As India celebrates the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav to commemorate its 75 years of
Independence, the college highlighted the message of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (Earth is one
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family), one of the core philosophies of Indian civilisation since ancient times. Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam is a lofty Vedantic thought from Maha Upanishad, an ancient Indian scripture.

Africa’s philosophy of Ubuntu, which means ‘I am because we are’, also highlights
inherent interdependence of our existence. At the root of Vasudhaiva is Vasudha, our planet
earth, and therefore, the Vedic concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam highlights the concerns
for the environment and the whole planet. The philosophy of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam could
also guide countries to adhere to sustainable development goals, prevent biodiversity loss
and work towards mitigating climate change. Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam epitomises our age-
old belief that the earth is one family and has been the bedrock of Indian ethos and culture.
Sustainability is not just a catchword. It is imperative for our well-being.

The gods of the Vedas, the ancient scriptures of India, represent for the most part the
natural forces, thus Vedic principles are pantheistic. The term “pantheist” was introduced by
the Irish freethinker John Toland in the book Socinianism Truly Stated (1705) and constructed
from the Greek roots pan (all) and theos (God). Though the term “pantheist” is a modern one,
but if not the term, the ideas themselves are very ancient. Pantheism stresses the identity
between God and the world. It stresses the theme of immanence, i.e., of the indwelling
presence of God. The doctrine that the universe conceived of as a whole is God.

The recent years have witnessed a large number of catastrophes related with climate
change. The people are so insensitive towards the climate change that they are not ready to
accept that it is real. The insensitivity and indifference to the environment has brought a lot
of chaos to the world. Environmental awareness through books fails to create an awareness
level that might impel people to act. Therefore, it is imperative to inculcate a green culture in
the students which should become so natural and habitual for them that they do not have to
make any special efforts to be environmentally responsible. Thus, in addition to the institution
imparting eco sensibility as a part of their curriculum, the students are provided with insights
through experiential learning initiatives.

One of the core values of the institution is "social commitment". The college believes that
higher education institution has responsibility to all its stakeholders, and it can be fulfilled
only through continuous community engagement and fostering the social responsibility of the
students and teachers. Keeping in view the degrading environmental conditions, the
institution realized its responsibility towards society by making the citizens aware of
deteriorating environmental parameters and nudging them for adopting eco-friendly
methods. We aimed at training and involving our committed students in this socio- eco drive
for generating awakening and involving masses for a global cause.

As Vivekanand quotes the tree Urdhavmula, the tree born out of its own seed giving
rise to much stronger and bigger tree well rooted in traditions and nourishing itself from the
values it received in its genome, so shall be our students, teachers and other stakeholders
well-grounded in values of care for environment and sustainable development making the
region a fit place to live in the coming times.



4. The Practice

i. Course Curriculum - Environmental Studies as AECC

Environment education is a part of our course curriculum. Ability Enhancement Compulsory
Course (AECC) on Environmental Studies is taught with great zeal to the learners of all
streams, as a part of the undergraduate curriculum. Besides imparting theoretical
understanding of environmental issues, we ensure imparting practical knowledge through
activity-based learning. Our students understand the value of dividends derived from clean

and green environment.

Photograph 1 Student with his poster on "Save the Earth"



Svllabus for Environmental Studies (AECC-1) under CBCS
B.Sc, BA, B.Com., BBA/BCA Honours Program and Program

ENVS (AECC-1) Course- 1 (Credit —2)
Theory (credit — 1.6) Full Marks: 80
2018

Unit 1: Introduction to environmental studies

Multidisciplinary nature of environmental studies

® Scope and importance; Concept of sustainability and sustainable development.
1 lecture

Unit 2: Ecosystems
e What is an ecosystem?

Structure and function of ecosystem;

Energy flow in an ecosystem: food chains, food webs and ecological succession.

Case studies of the following ecosystems:

a) Forest ecosystem

b) Grassland ecosystem

c) Desert ecosystem

d) Aquatic ecosystems (ponds, streams, lakes, rivers, oceans, estuaries)

4 lectures

Unit 3: Natural Resources: Renewable and Non — renewable Resources

Land resources and land-use change; Land degradation, soil erosion and desertification.
Deforestation: Causes and impacts due to mining, dam building on environment, forests,
biodiversity and tribal populations.

Water: Use and over — exploitation of surface and ground water, floods, droughts, conflicts
over water (international & inter-state), Dams — benefits and problems,

Food resources: World food problems, changes caused by agriculture and over-grazing, effects
of modern agriculture, fertilizer-pesticide problems, waterlogging, salinity.

Energy resources: Renewable and non-renewable energy sources, use of alternate energy
sources, growing energy needs, case studies
4 lectures

Unit 4: Biodiversity and Conservation

Levels of biological diversity: genetic, species and ecosystem diversity; Bio-geographic zones
of India; Biodiversity patterns and global biodiversity hotspots.

India as a mega-biodiversity nation; Endangered and endemic species of India, threats to
biodiversity: Habitat loss, poaching of wildlife, man-wildlife conflicts, biological invasions.

Conservationof biodiversity: In — situandEx — situconservationofbiodiversity.

Ecosystem and biodiversity services: Ecological, economic, social, ethical, aesthetic and
Informational value.
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4 lectures
Unit 5: Environmental Pollution
¢ Environmental pollution: types, causes, effects and controls; Air, water, soil and noise
pollution
o Nuclear hazards and human health risks
¢ Solid waste management: Control measures of urban and industrial waste.
s Pollution case studies
4 lectures
Unit 6: Environmental Policies & Practices
¢ Climate change, global warming, ozone layer depletion, acid rain and impacts on human
communities and agriculture
e Environment Laws: Environment Protection Act; Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution)
Act; Water (Prevention and control of Pollution) Act; Wildlife Protection Act; Forest
Conservation Act. International agreements: Montreal and Kyoto protocols and Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD).
o Nature reserves, tribal populations and rights, and human wildlife conflicts in Indian

context.
3 lectures

Unit7: Human Communities and the Environment

¢  Human population growth: Impacts on environment, human health and welfare.
Resettlement and rehabilitation of project affected persons; case studies.

¢ Disaster management: floods, earthquake, cyclones and landslides.

¢  Water conservation, rain water harvesting, watershed management.

e Wasteland reclamation.

¢ Environmental movements: Chipko, Silent valley, Bishnois of Rajasthan.

e Environmental ethics: Role of Indian and other religions and cultures in environmental
conservation.

® Environmental communication and public awareness, case studies (e.g., CNG vehicles in
Delhi).

4 lectures
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Field Work/Project (credit — 0.4) Full Marks — 15 6 lectures

(Any two of the following 1-4)

1.

5.

Visit to local polluted site (any one) (6)

a)
b)

c)

Urban: Identify the major sources of air pollution in a city or town of North Bengal region.
Rural: Analyse the major sources of organic pollution in villages and adjoining agricultural
fields.

Industry: Prepare a list of the large and medium industries in and around your college are
and the probable pollutants they may produce.

Study of flora and fauna (any one) (6)

a)
b)

c)

Prepare a list of the economic plants available in the college block.

List the birds sighted and found nesting at the college campus and its surroundings with the
season of their occurrence.

Record insects associated with any common crop/grassland/tree of the college area with an
idea of their habitat.

Visit to local area to document environmental assets (any one): (6)

a)

b)
c)

Trip to any riverine system of Terai or the dooars: comment on the direction, volume and
quality of water, flowing as observed.

Record the nature of vegetation/forest type/land use pattern at the site of visit.

Analyse the cause of deforestation and landslide on hill slope, if sighted.

Study of ecosystems. (any one) (6)

a)
b)

c)

Pond: water parameters — turbidity, pH, producers (phyto and zooplanktons) and related
consumers (fishes and birds).

Grassland on hill slope: producers (plants), insects, consumers (birds, mammals, reptiles
etc.)

Forest: practical concept of forest type, stories, dominant trees and sub — dominant

vegetation, observed and reported major herbivores and carnivores in a forest ecosystem.

Submission of a field work (covering the above practical works undertaken)  (3)

___________ Kmmmmm

[Dr. Monoranjan Chowdhury]
Signature of the Chairmen

Board of Under-Graduate Studied
Envirconmental Studies
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ii. Oxygen Park

Taking the elemental life-force of oxygen as its inspiration, Oxygen Park, is a unique space
dedicated to nature and serves as a man-made ‘green lung’. The open spaces in the college
have been developed as a ‘herbal garden’, a ‘botanical garden’ and an ‘arboretum’ — where
plants are allowed to grow wild in the natural environment.

Photograph 3 NSS Vatika



Photograph 4 Herbal Garden ‘Ayurvatika’

Photograph 5 Arboretum
8



iii. Green Protocol

A green protocol is in place in the college. The campus is plastic free as the use of plastic bags
is banned on campus. The burning of fallen leaves and smoking is strictly prohibited in the
college premises. There is effective organic waste management in the campus. The
biodegradable wastes are treated in vermicompost plant. Students maintain the compost pit
and the flower beds created in the campus. This compost is used as manure for plants in the
campus.

Photograph 6 Maintenance of pots in college by students

Photograph 7 Encouraging students through wall paintings for adopting lifesaving habits
9



iv.  Dignity of Labour

The mission of college “The Fruit of Learning is Good Character and Righteous Conduct” is
clearly visible in students who are well acquainted with the dignity of labour which means
that for all occupation, whether it involves intellect or physical labour, they deserve equal
dignity and respect irrespective of their caste, religion, and creed. No job shall be considered
as inferior or superior. If every person does his job with sincerity and honesty, then they
deserve respect and appreciation.

They demonstrate it through rendering their services during cleanliness drives, cultural or
academic functions or social welfare activities. Whether the student is enrolled in NSS,
Rangers & Rovers, Eco Club, Red Ribbon Club, NCC or not, every student shows enthusiasm
in social welfare activities. After rainy season every year, the students can be seen eradicating
the weeds from the college ground, cleaning the drinking water areas, and maintaining the
Green OQOasis, Ayurvatika and NSS Vatika etc. During Swachhta Pakhwara, students
laboratories, library, playground, classrooms. Students are a part of various committees like
seating, refreshment, first aid, stage etc. during any academic, sports or cultural function.

Photograph 8 Students involved in cutting of grass from the college ground and thus learning
the dignity of labour.
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Photograph 10 Students engaged in eradicating weeds from the college ground
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Photograph 11 Volunteer labouring to whitewash the boundary

v. Green and Environment Audits

The college has initiated the tradition of assessing its performance by conducting Green and
Environment Audits and implementing its recommendations.

vi. National Seminar on Biodiversity

The college organised a two-days’ ‘National Seminar on Biodiversity and Sustainable
Development’ on 28" and 29™ December 2021 under the DBT Star College Scheme,
Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology, Government of India,
being run in the college since 2019. Research scholars from various colleges presented papers
expressing concerns and solutions highlighting the urgency of opting for sustainable
development.
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Photograph 12 Seminar on Biodiversity in College on 28™ and 29" December 2021

vil. Environment Extension Activities

The college has various societies / fora for implementing various green initiatives viz, NSS, Eco
Club etc. to augment students’ engagements and participation in various environmental
awareness drives.

Photograph 13 College students inspiring kids to observe Cleanliness through Nukkad Natak
on “Swachchta” at Kripal Sheela Road Slum Area adjacent to the river Yamuna
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They have played a catalytic and dynamic role in awakening and involving masses in various
green practices by organizing activities on environment related issues, through Nukkad Natak,
rallies, door- to -door campaign, regular cleanliness drives of the campus, tree plantation,
displaying instructions and writing slogans in the campus and outside as well. Plantation
drives are an essential part of NSS activities. Other clubs also participate in plantation of trees
in and around the town as per their activities calendar.

Photograph 15 Awareness about Cleanliness in Slum Area adjacent to Dental College, Rampur
Ghat Paonta Sahib
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Photograph 16 Students trying to make city bus stand, adjacent to river Yamuna, plastic free
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News Clip 1 Cleanliness Drive
viii. Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

The student volunteers regularly take up cleanliness drive at the College campus. A notice is
circulated among the students about the cleanliness drive. Accordingly, interested students

participate in the activity. The cleanliness drive is undertaken by the students under the
guidance of faculty in-charge.
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Photograph 17 Students of the college participating with schools in Clean City drive organised
by administration on 06™ February 2020

Photograph 18 Cleanliness drive at the backside of APJ Abdul Kalam Block in the College
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Photograph 20 Cleanliness drive in classrooms
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Photograph 22 Students during Cleanliness drive on theme "Swachchta hi Sewa"

19



Photograph 24 Students engaged in painting wall with Swachch Bharat Messages and
spreading awareness about "Go clean, Go Green" during Swachchta Pakhwara 2020
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Photograph 26 Students with heap of weed/grass removed by them in the ground
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ix. Sacredness of River Yamuna

Environment preservation is also done through river cleaning activities, wherein, students
learn the importance of not littering around but become responsible towards maintaining
hygiene in the city. Also it is an act of sharing the burden of the local authorities.

F,/(V/mmmommm ACTIITES
= (Beyondthe Campys)
i}

Photograph 28 Students participating in rally on "Nadi Bachao Awareness" in city during Nadi
Utsav
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News Clip 2 Amar Ujala, 24" December 2021, p.4
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Photograph 30 Volunteers during Cleanliness drive at Yamuna Ghat with Home Guards

The college NSS unit has from time to time initiated and participated in cleanliness drives on
the banks of river Yamuna, also called ‘Jamuna’ in vernacular. ‘Nadi Mahotsav’ a government
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initiative was one such event which promoted our reverence towards the river having Vedic
importance. Lighting of earthen oil lamps and chanting of hymns along with making her banks
plastic-free revived river Yamuna the stature of a mother “Maa Yamuna”. The volunteers
enthused with the spirit of understanding, pantheistic reflection in nature undertook a special
drive to clean the adjoining ‘Yamuna Path’ and plant trees in collaboration with the forest
department of the government of Himachal Pradesh.

X. Poly bricks from Plastic Waste: A Campaign under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan commenced on 2nd October 2014 by the Hon’ble Prime Minister
Narender Modi. Since then, the college is incessantly working on observing Swachhta in and
around the college and city. Every year tribute to Rashtra Pita Mahatma Gandhi is paid
through observing the cleanliness drive in college campus and its surroundings. Taking one
step ahead, the college sensed the need for appropriate innovative solid waste management
practice for disposing nonbiodegradable plastic waste.

Photograph 31 Poly bricks out of plastic waste collected from inside/ outside the college
campus

The institution at its own level as well as in collaboration with administration, Rotary Club and
Bharat Vikas Parishad, Paonta Sahib tries to create awareness regarding minimum use of
single use plastic, maximum plantation and making of poly bricks. The college organised a

25



seminar on “Solid Waste Management” and a talk on “Minimum use of Single Use Plastic” by
Pollution Control Board.

The students tried to make staff, students, and shopkeepers in the surrounding aware of the
harmful effects of plastic. The volunteers of NSS worked under the theme “Plastic Free Paonta
City” during the session 2019-20 and collected plastic during cleanliness drives. A group of
volunteers of NSS, R&R, and Rotaractors of “Catalyst for Change” Club took the initiative to
make people at weekly Haat Bazaar at Kulhal barrage on Yamuna River aware of the
disadvantage of using plastic. They joined hands with the members of Clean Paonta, Green
Paonta Club for the purpose. On 2" October 2019 the institution enthusiastically participated
in Fit India Plogging Race and collected plastic from Housing Board Colony to Shubh Kheda
village via canal road, HIMUDA colony. The students of National Service Scheme
enthusiastically joined City Cleanliness drive by district administration on 6™ February 2020
and collected plastic.

Photograph 32 Bench constructed out of poly bricks made by students

The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of India in collaboration with State
Governments on the eve of 75" year of Independence started a new programme called Clean
India programme under Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav from 1 October 2021 to 31 October 2021
to clean and collect waste mainly single use plastic throughout the Country . The National
Service Scheme unit of the college earnestly participated in the Clean India Program.
Throughout the month the group of volunteers engaged in loop, collected single use plastic
from different areas of the city like Vishwakarma Chowk, Bus Stand, Gurudwara ground,
Police Station, Kunja Matralio, Yamuna Park, Deijee Sahiba temple, Housing Board colony,
Canal Road, Shani temple, Bangran chowk. Besides collection of single use plastic, volunteers
talked to local people about the programme and also executed activities to spread awareness
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through rally, declamation on “Segregation of Waste: Need of Hour” and poster making
competition.
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Photograph 33 Principal, SDM, Official of Nehru Yuva Kendra & NSS volunteers with Single use
plastic waste and poly bricks

Photograph 34 Single use plastic collected by students during Cleanliness
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The clean India programme was formally closed on 30" October 2021 with SDM and the
officials from Nehru Yuva Kendra. The collected plastic was handed over to Municipal
Corporation, Paonta Sahib for disposal. The students during the seven-day special annual
camp made a bench from the poly bricks in the NSS Vatika. The unit also gave extra poly bricks
to ward member Smt. Babita from Kunja Matralio to build a structure/ wall from poly bricks.

xi. Taxonomy Project

College scientifically took up the Taxonomy Project at the recommendation of IQAC.

Photograph 35 Students identifying plants species

1

Photograph 36 Species Name of Plants Displayed
28



The College Eco Club took the services of taxonomists from Botany department to identify
the trees in the campus. The labels were prepared as per the names provided by the
taxonomists. The labelling of trees was done by our students.

xii. Green Energy Initiatives

Energy consumption in the college has been reduced through enlightening students and staff
by arranging awareness programmes about the indispensability and compulsion of energy
saving besides putting stickers (Switch-off the equipment and lights when not required!) near
switch boards and all concerned places. All conventional lights have been replaced by LED
bulbs. Solar lights have also been installed in the college campus.

Photograph 37 Solar Lights in College Campus

xiii.  Replacing Bouquets with Plants

Introducing new practice of presenting plants instead of bouquets to the guests as a token of
acknowledgement of their presence and devotion of their time to provide permanence to the
memory of their coming to the college and motivating the students and to generate a live
relation of the chair with this institution of learning.

Even during the NAAC Peer Team Visit during the year 2017, the Peer Team members were
provided green plants, and these were planted at prominent place in the college campus.
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Photograph 38 Plants as token of Respect
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Photograph 39 Students presenting plant to the Chief Guest of the function
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Photograph 40 Staff presenting plant to the Chief Guest of the function

5. Evidence of Success
i. Effective Waste Management
To reduce waste at institute, students and staff are educated on proper waste management

practices through lectures, advertisement on notice boards, displaying slogan boards in the
campus.

Photograph 41 Biosciences Laboratory Waste
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Waste is collected on a daily basis from various sources and is separated as dry and wet waste.
Two different types of bins are used for wastes. One for wet and other for solid waste. The
biodegradable segregated waste is then put into vermin-compost pit.
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Photograph 42 Use of Dustbin for Waste Material near Playground

Chemistry labs produce chemical waste and all the waste is collected in a treatment plant
before disposing off in the soak pit.

Photograph 43 Chemical Waste Management
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Keeping in view the hazardous effects of improper management of biomedical waste in the
shape of viral or bacterial infections, the institution adopts the practice of its safe and
effective management. Incinerator sanitary napkin is set up in the girl’s toilet to dispose of
the used sanitary napkins scientifically and hygienically. Hence, there is a well-structured
waste disposal system for biomedical waste.

E-wastes are generated from computer laboratories, Physics Labs, Chemistry Lab, Academic
and Administrative Offices. E-waste from computer labs is disposed off to authorised firms
for proper disposal. The E-waste collected and at stored BCA department and disposed
accordingly. The college has made agreement with Shivalik Solid Waste Management limited,
Nalagarh (H.P.) for lifting e waste generated in the college with payment to college. College
also sends the information as annual return of e waste to pollution control board.
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ii. The college campus is cleaner and greener

Photograph 44 Clean Campus, Green Campus
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Photograph 46 Greenery in College Campus
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Photograph 48 View of Greenery at College Campus
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Photograph 50 Students of Eco Club in Ayurvatika — Herbal Garden
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Photograph 51 Student delightfully painting the cage of water coolers to make drinking water

area look clean and beautiful.
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News Clip 12 Himachal Dastak, 16" August 2019, p.10
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iii. Appreciation by the District Administration
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Photograph 52 Deputy Commissioner Sirmaur Sh. R.K. Gautam encouraging students during
Environment Awareness Campaign

iv. Tree Plantations
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News Clip 13 Punjab Kesari, Plantation Drive on World Environment Day
43



foert #1 #9939 gwe@ mamﬁ"ﬁmﬁamﬂmmﬁwﬂﬁmﬁa j
fior g 81 e e i ' s dm wee ||
e # I AT % AR WA O A W Fe S e, e TR @ | !
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Photograph 53 Plantations by Eco Club, 315 August 2019
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Photograph 54 Plantation in barren land in college campus
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News Clip 20 Celebration of Teachers' Day as Plantation drive in college campus
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Photograph 55 Plantation in collaboration with Bharat Vikas Parishad Paonta Sahib
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News Clip 23 Tree Plantation
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Photograph 56 Plantation in college ground by Hon’ble Cabinet Minister Sh. Sukhram
Chaudhary
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Photograph 57 Plantation drive in collaboration with Bharat Vikas Parishad, Paonta Sahib
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Photograph 58 Students during Eradication of weeds before plantation at Yamuna Path
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News Clip 26 Tree Plantation by Volunteers
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News Clip 27 Cleanliness drive Canal Road, College campus, Mini Secretariat
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Photograph 61 Maintenance of Plants by Volunteers
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Photograph 62 Teachers' Day 2019 Celebrated by students and staff with Plantation Drive
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News Clip 28 Tree Plantation — Shimla Savera Newspaper
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Photograph 64 Tree Plantation by students in college ground
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News Clip 29 Himachal Dastak, 23™ August 2019, p.12
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News Clip 30 Himachal Dastak, 6t September 2019, p.6

60




Photograph 66 Eco Club during maintenance and cleanliness drive in Herbal Garden
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Maintenance of young plants by students in college campus

v. Replacing Bouquets with Plants

News Clip 31 Amar Ujala, 11*" March 2021, p.6
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News Clip 32 Divya Himachal, 8t September 2019, p.4
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vi. Green Protocol
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News Clip 33 Divya Himachal, 12 August 2017, p.4

vii. Enthusiastic Participation in Yamuna Aarti

Photograph 67 Staff & Students with Hon’ble Cabinet Minister Sh. Sukhram Chaudhary and
SDM Sh. Vivek Mahajan after Dweep Prajjwalan & Yamuna Aarti at Yamuna river
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Photograph 69 Dweep Prajjwalan at the banks of river Yamuna during Nadi Utsav
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viii.

Tree Cover in the State of Himachal Pradesh

Out of total 55,673 sq. km. geographical area in the state, the recorded forest area is 37,948
sq. km., which is 68.16 % of the total area of the state and 4.94% of total forests in the country.
Due to efforts of Forest Department with active participation of local communities and
plantation drives by the students of various schools and college, Himachal Pradesh has
recorded 333.52 sq. km. increase in the area under forest cover as per India State of Forest
Report 2019 as compared to the previous assessment reported in ISFR 2017. These positive
changes in the forest cover of the state are attributed to plantations and conservation efforts

by all.
Table 1 Forest Area and Population
Name of | Geographical Legal % of Forest area % of Total Population
District area by Forest to Geographical Forest area as per 2011
professional area areain the of the State Census
survey (ka) (ka) District

1 2 3 4 5 6
Bilaspur 1167 343 29.39 0.90 381956
Chamba 6522 5523 84.68 14.55 519080
Hamirpur 1118 165 14.76 0.44 454768
Kangra 5739 3131 54.56 8.25 1510075
Kinnaur 6401 5595 87.41 14.74 84121
Kullu 5503 4590 83.41 12.10 437903
Lahaul-Spiti 13841 10953 79.13 28.86 31564
Mandi 3950 2014 50.99 531 999777
Shimla 5131 3591 69.99 9.46 814010
Sirmour 2825 1205 42.65 3.18 529855
Solan 1936 626 32.33 1.65 580320
Una 1540 212 13.77 0.56 521173
Total 55673 37948 68.16 100.0 6864602

Source: Himachal Forest Statistics, 2019

Table 2 District-wise Forest Cover in Himachal Pradesh (in sq km)

2021 Assessment

Geo- % of Change wrt
District graphical Very Mod. Dense Open EA 2019 Scrub

Area (GA) Dense Forest Forest Total assessment

Forest

Bilaspur 1167 21.25 192.3 168.3 381.58 | 32.7 0.88 1.93
Chamba 6522 767.89 1011.92 673.51 2453.32 | 37.62 -1.84 21.49
Hamirpur 1118 37.85 115.4 203.17 356.42 | 31.85 1.52 12.2
Kangra 5739 297.56 1289.74 769.97 2357.27 | 41.08 3.08 16.42
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Kinnaur 6401 79.81 329.28 236.22 645.31 | 10.08 -0.68 61.94
Kullu 5503 587.59 877.6 510.38 1975.57 | 35.9 -0.72 25.1
Lahaul & Spiti| 13841 15 30.67 113.18 158.85 | 1.15 -1.5 14.59
Mandi 3950 371.74 757.03 646.6 1775.37 | 44.95 2.35 20.25
Shimla 5131 764.89 1073.52 584.1 2422.51 | 47.21 3.1 31.28
Sirmaur 2825 156.98 669.54 567.04 1393.56 | 49.33 2.69 55.52
Solan 1936 43.78 443.56 403.52 890.86 | 46.02 0.57 52.33
Una 1540 18.65 309.84 303.84 632.33 | 41.06 -0.02 8.73
Grand Total | 55673 |3162.99| 7100.13 5179.83 |15442.95 | 27.73 9.43 321.78

Source: Himachal Forest Statistics, 2019

ix. Clean Paonta Green Paonta Initiative

Photograph 70 Dr. Arun Deep Chaudhary along with Principal and Office Supdt. executing the
ritual of tree plantation on the occasion of retirement in college campus
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Photograph 72 Volunteers with SDM Sh. Vivek Mahajan after executing Cleanliness drive at
adopted area Yamuna Path
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Photograph 73 Plantation drive in HIMUDA Colony by Students

s2E

Photograph 74 Volunteers heading for rally on "Plastic Mukt ho shehar hmara" in Paonta city
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Photograph 76 Cleanliness drive at Yamuna Park by NSS Volunteers
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Photograph 78 Students sweeping Yamuna Path during Cleanliness drive
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Photograph 79 Principal, SDM and members of IQA Cell planting a tree in backyard of IGNOU
Study Centre in College

Photograph 80 Volunteers during Clean India Programme in the city
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Photograph 81 Volunteers during Plogging in Housing Board Colony to Kunja Matralio on
Gandhi Jayanti

Photograph 82 NSS Unit and Rotaract Club at Deyi jee Sahiba Mandir located at the banks of
river Yamuna after cleanliness drive
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ii.

. Problems Encountered and Resources Required

Problems Encountered

Difficulty in sensitizing the students to the concept due to the consumerism culture
diverting the students away from the Vedic pantheistic principles.

Lack of adequate logistic support from the local bodies.

The over-exploitation of river Yamuna basin for sand mining.

Lack of sewerage and industrial liquid waste treatment plants leading to increasing

pollution in the river Yamuna.
Lack of specific financial support for this best practice.
Less student participation during the COVID 19 lockdown.

The present course structure does not allow students to actively engage in extensive
activities thereby limiting the scope of this best practice.

Although there exists a pro-environmental attitude towards environmental
conservation, disjuncture observed in Concept-Practice (Knowing-Doing) at the
campus still needs to be mended.

Resources Required

The technology available for the installation of equipment for water treatment, waste
disposal, rainwater harvesting, and green energy is limited and cost intensive.
Student-initiated environmental projects require financial incentivizing.

Budget required for implementation of plans to become a model green campus.

For taking up meaningful environment-centric projects, a collaborative approach with
government organisations, and corporates pursuing their CSR (Corporate Social

Responsibility) norms, and the NGOs is required.
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. Notes (Optional)

Since the academic schedule is tightly packed, it is not easy to find enough working
hours for the best practice. These are conducted outside the regular working hours of

the college.

We strongly believe that knowledge of approaches to achieve environmental
protection and sustainability should be transcended across the curriculum. Keeping
abreast with the environmental issues, our students have well-adopted their
curriculum-mandated transdisciplinary subject, Environmental Studies in letter and
spirit. Being compliant towards striving for a Green Campus will motivate them to

think globally but act locally.

‘Actions speak louder than words’, is demonstrated here. The contributions help the
society and at the same time also sets an example to the students to grow as

responsible and value-oriented individuals.
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